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Services and the United States of America 
 
The importance of the service sector to the United States is illustrated vividly by recently-released data from the US Bureau of the Census.  Census data 
show that the services sector employs 79% of the US workforce, in industries such as wholesale and retail trade, transportation & warehousing, finance 
& insurance, real estate, renting, & leasing, professional services, and many others. Services account for 76% of the country's $3.7 trillion payroll, and 
represent 73% of the $21 trillion in sales from the country’s business establishments.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
  
 
 
 

 
Number of 
establishments 

Sales/Revenue/
Receipts 
($1,000) 

Annual payroll 
($1,000) 

Number of 
employees 

Wholesale Trade 435,521 4,634,755,112 259,653,080 5,878,405 
Retail trade 1,114,637 3,056,421,997 302,113,581 14,647,675 
Transportation & Warehousing 199,618 382,152,040 115,988,733 3,650,859 

Information 137,678 891,845,956 194,670,163 3,736,061 
Finance & Insurance 440,268 2,803,854,868 377,790,172 6,578,817 
Real estate, renting, & leasing 322,815 335,587,706 60,222,584 1,948,657 
Professional, Scientific, & Technical 
Services 771,305 886,801,038 376,090,052 7,243,505 
Management of Companies & 
Enterprises 49,308 107,064,264 178,996,060 2,605,292 
Administrative & Support & Waste 
Management & Remediation 
Services 350,583 432,577,580 206,439,329 8,741,854 
Educational Services 49,319 30,690,707 10,164,378 430,164 

Health Care & Social Assistance 704,526 1,207,299,734 495,845,829 15,052,255 
Arts, Entertainment, and Recreation  110,313 141,904,109 45,169,117 1,848,674 
Accommodation & Food Services 565,590 449,498,718 127,554,483 10,120,951 

     

Total Services 5,789,057 15,667,503,290 2,833,652,500 85,958,479 
Total Industries 6,891,382 21,362,013,726 3,727,706,910 108,991,968
     
SERVICE SHARE OF ALL 
INDUSTRIES  84% 73% 76% 79% 
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