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Coalition of Service Industries Expresses Frustration, Deep Concern Over Doha Round Impasse
(Washington, DC)  The Coalition of Service Industries (CSI) today expressed its frustration and deep concern over the failure of the G4 Trade Ministers to find a way forward on the Doha Round negotiations.  CSI said that the opportunity to reach a commercially meaningful agreement in the Round is slipping further away, with the inability of G4 Ministers Meeting this week in Potsdam, Germany, to achieve a breakthrough in agriculture and non-agricultural market access (NAMA). 
“The apparent unwillingness of some developing countries to negotiate suggests to us that they are simply not interested in seeing the Doha Round conclude successfully,” said Robert Vastine,  President of CSI.  “We hope that is not the case.”  
CSI pointed out that services were not even discussed at the meeting, yet represent more than 60% of world economic output.  CSI urged that decision makers consider the gravity of this moment and ensure that meaningful discussions continue in Geneva and substantively address the three main pillars; services, agriculture and NAMA in the coming weeks. 
“We applaud and strongly support the efforts of Ambassador Schwab and her negotiators to reach an ambitious outcome in the Doha Round in the face of resistance from some countries, and we continue to adhere to our goal of a commercially meaningful result for services that includes substantial new liberalization.” Vastine said.  “We are still committed, and are still at the table.  Services are crucial to economic growth development, and the removal of barriers to international trade and investment in services serves those very same development objectives that many countries are prioritizing in this Round.  It is these countries that stand to lose the most should the Round fail.” 
Vastine pointed out that an extension of Trade Promotion Authority remains critical.  “Other countries will continue to pursue liberalization through a variety of means, and the United States must not deny itself this important tool by which we can expand trade, which will support jobs and growth here at home.”  
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__________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The Coalition of Service Industries is the leading US business association representing companies across a broad spectrum of service sectors. CSI is dedicated to reducing barriers to US services exports and mobilizing support for domestic US policies which enhance the global  competitiveness of its members. CSI was formed in 1982 to ensure that U.S. trade in services would become a central goal of U.S. trade policy and trade negotiations. It played a major role in the General Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS) and in the advocacy effort leading to the 1997 World Trade Organization (WTO) Basic Telecommunications and Financial Services Agreements. CSI's knowledge of the process of services trade negotiations, its ties to the WTO and its network of relationships with governments and industry in other countries are unmatched. For a complete list of CSI members, visit our website at www.uscsi.org.
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